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social mobilization can complement each other. Case studies have shown that those
implementing policies at the grassroots level develop different mobilization strategies
depending on the relative strength or weakness of administrative control and the
society’ s capacity for mobilization. In the course of policy implementation, the
boundaries and relationships between hierarchical control and social mobilization and
between government bureaucracy and grassroots society may change in line with the
demands of policy performance. This hierarchy may permeate the social network or
the individual level, so that the social network becomes a part of the hierarchy. The
overall process of implementation thus exhibits “adaptive social mobilization.” This
finding, based as it is on the dynamic process of policy implementation, may lead to
the rethinking of questions including the nature of societal governance in
contemporary China. It also provides an explanation of the paradox of the mutual

reinforcement of administrative control and social participation.

(4) Legal Control of Big Data Investigations Cheng Lei * 156 ¢

Through the use of computer technology to collect, share, screen, compare and
unearth data stored online and in computer systems, big data investigations can locate
clues, evidence or suspects. Such investigations have three main modes: the goal
driven, the comparison-driven, and event-driven. These are of practical use in crime
prevention and prediction and in the field of detection. As big data investigations
challenge some basic rights and legal values, they have to be brought under legal
control. However, the traditional framework of legal norms lags behind. Definition
of the legal properties of big data investigations is unclear; there are limits to
differentiating data contents from metadata; the threshold for launching criminal
proceedings exists in name only; and the boundary line between ascertained offense
and unaccomplished crime is also unclear. Dual approaches can be adopted for gaining
legal control of big data investigations: detection standards and data standards. With
detection standards, we should follow the principles of legality and proportionality
and strengthen external and judicial oversight. With data standards, we propose
introducing appropriate legal principles and mechanisms for protecting personal
information, including establishing legitimate aims and specific principles , giving data

subjects the right to know and the right to make changes, and setting up
. 206 -
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arrangements for information security and data quality control, together with

procedures for supervision of the use of personal information and relief procedures.

(5) The Formation of the Concept of the Silk Road and Its Transmission in China
Liu Jinbao » 181 «

The concept of the Silk Road was first put forward by the German geographer
Richthofen in 1877 with reference to the route connecting Chang’an to Central Asia.
Before this term was formally adopted in China, the Chinese had called this route
“the road of silk and satin,” “road of silk,” “road of silk sales,” etc. “Silk Road”
(sichouzhilu ) was first used in China on 24 February, 1943, in the
Shanghai Journal. Thereafter the concept underwent several transmutations, such
as “desert road,” “oasis road” and “steppes road”—what we call networks today.
Other terms referring to this route were “jade road,” “spice road,” and “road of
furs.” Although silk was not the most important commodity in all periods of Chinese
trade with the West, and the Chinese referred to the Silk Road in many different
ways, no other expression has been able to take the place of “Silk Road.” The Belt
and Road initiative has taken its name from the Silk Road Economic Belt and the
Maritime Silk Road, reflecting the practical contemporary use of a historical

expression.
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